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from stubbornness to tactics. He kept to his decision.
The most he would promise was that he would see
Laval and make a complete explanation of his position
before he departed. So he went to Laval, who received
him with poker face. Laval was not backing him
because he could not be sure that Jugoslavia was not
going to insist on the complicity of Italy with Hungary.
It was not so much a question as to what would be the
verdict of the League. The question was, would
Jugoslavia accept the verdict when obtained? But
Jevtitch must not be allowed to leave, "But France
is with you," said Laval. "France is devoted to
Jugoslavia and our interests are united. What Eden
has said does not matter, because on Monday I will
speak for Jugoslavia. I will become a Jugoslav,"

"But do you agree to our demands?" asked
Jevtitch.

That was the rub. Laval became sunk in thought.
"As I have said, if you eliminate Italy completely,
France is with you," said he.

"I am not asking for France's conditions. I merely
came to tell you that the Jugoslav delegation is leaving
Geneva. We will settle our differences with our neigh-
bours on our own responsibility and the League can
take what action it thinks fit."

Laval's complexion went drab. "That amounts to
an ultimatum and I must have time to consider it,"
said he. "Please make no public statement, but come
to me to-morrow morning."

"No," said the Serb. "You do not seem to under-
stand yet that I am going."

That was annoying and might be true. These Slavs
were so impulsive. Laval grunted. He must keep
Jevtitch until he had made him compromise. "It is
now all a matter of the decision of the League Council,"
said he. "If you can be guaranteed an acceptable
verdict there would be no reason for your going away
and creating further international complications. If I